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GENERAL EDITOR’S PREFACE

Over the past twenty years or so, a resurgence of interest in the history of
Cheshire (represented, for instance, by the publication of the first volumes of the
Victoria History of Cheshire) has drawn attention to the lack of satisfactory texts
of the county’s medieval records. Perhaps surprisingly, the Record Society itself
has hitherto published few contributions in this field. It was in response to a
perceived lack of adequate access to the records which form the starting-point
for any attempt to study medieval Cheshire’s political, social and economic
history that P.H.W. Booth proposed in 1977 that the Society should embark on a
programme of publishing texts from the major categories of Cheshire records in
the Public Record Office. In choosing the Chester chamberlain’s accounts as the
subject-matter of the first such volume, he aimed to reflect the rise in academic
standards and expectations since the Society’s publication, in 1910, of R.
Stewart-Brown's edition of a selection of fourteenth-century accounts. In 1978
A.D. Carr agreed to collaborate in this project by producing the sections of the
text and related notes concerning the county of Flint, for which the chamberlain
of Chester was also responsible.

This volume, however, aims to do far more than provide the definitive text for
the student of the palatinate’s finances in the year 1361-62. Using this document
as a base, the substantial introductory chapters offer insight into the history of
fourteenth-century accounting and auditing practice; taxation and revenue-
raising, especially in relation to the policies of the earl of Chester, the Black
Prince; the special status of Cheshire as a county palatine; the workings of the
county’s administrative and legal systems: the maintenance of public order, with
special reference to the mythical ‘great Rebellion’ of 1353 (the subject of a
concluding appendix); and the careers and factional rivalries of the Cheshire
gentry. The Flintshire sections provide parallel insights into the government and
administration of that county, including details of the roles played by the local
leaders of the Welsh community and their relationships with the Cheshire
authorities. A further contribution to the general history of the region in the
fourteenth century is furnished by the biographical notes on over 150 Cheshire
and Flintshire persons whose names appear in the account.

Record Society subscribers and other readers will be aware that this volume.
as its number indicates, was originally intended to appear in 1986/87. The
constant pressure of other commitments, and the prolonged spell of illness of
one of the joint editors, have led to the Society’s recent volumes appearing out
of their scheduled numerical sequence. The General Editor would like to take
the opportunity to apologise for any confusion or frustration which these
unavoidable delays may have caused, and to venture to suggest that the quality
of this text and translation, and the range and depth of the accompanying notes,
amply repay the time and care which have been expended in their production.
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