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INTRODUCTION. 

The early Bye-laws and Records of  the Borough contain 
numerous references  to the mode of  admission to the 
Freedom of  the Borough. The Old Constitutions, which 
date back to the time of  Edward III and were confirmed 
in the reign of  Elizabeth, contain the following  pro-
visions :— 

" That none be made Maior, Bayliffe,  Sergeant, or 
Under-Bayliff,  except he be ffreeman  and sworne to doe 
his office  duely and justley. 

" Also that none shall be made Burgesse within the 
said Towne except he have dwelled here the space of  one 
whole yeare at the least, within which hys neighbours 
may knowe his conversacion, manner and behaviour . . . 
And that none shall make lesse ffine  for  his libertie to 
be had, but every freeman's  sonne xxs., and every one 
that have served their apprentishipp within the Towne 
xxvis. viiid. Every strainger and fforreine  Burgesse to 
pay no lesse fyne  than xls. to be admytted to the ffreedom. 
And that none be admytted without a whole consent. 

" Also that evry ffreeman  that takes any apprentice 
shall enroll his Indentures in the Courte Booke within 
a yeare and a day after  he take the same apprentice upon 
paine to fforfeit  for  every default  xxs. Also every ffree-
man to pay for  an enrollment iiis. 

" Also that no fforraigne  stallenger be sworne or taken 
into the Towne without consent of  the Maior and 12 head 
burgesses of  this Towne. 

" Also that no stranger shall be suffered  to come into 
this Towne to dwell till thei be allowed by Mr. Maior, 
his Brethrene and twelve of  the Comons, to what science 
or craft  they will take to." 

Again in 1652 it was 
Ordained and ordered—" That no stranger or fforraigner 
shall be accepted to inhabit or dwell within this Towne 
or be admitted or sworne Stallenger unless such stranger 
or fforraigner  doe compound with the Maior, Bayliffes, 
and Councell of  this Towne or such ffoure  of  the said 
Councell as shall from  time to time be appointed by the 
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Maior for  the time being, what ffine  or sume of  money 
they shall pay to the said Towne for  such their admittance 
as aforesaid,  provided that such ffine  be Three Pounds 
at the least and not under (gentlemen of  quality only 
excepted)." 

Again a century later—October, 1758— 
" Whereas by an antient order or constitution of  this 

Borough, it was ordained (amongst other things), that 
the fine  of  every person or persons not being Ffreemen's 
sons or apprentices to be set by four  Assessors, to be 
named by Mr. Mayor and the Bailiffs  of  the Comons of 
this Borough, should not be less than Forty shillings 
and sixpence, and whereas it has been found  by experience 
that admitting Ffreemen  at low prices is prejudicial to 
the real interests of  this Corporation:—It is therefor 
unanimously agreed and ordered that for  the future  no 
person or persons to be admitted free  thereof,  who shall 
have his fine  set by four  Assessors, shall be admitted 
for  less than five  guineas, and every Order whereupon any 
fine  shall be assessed that shall not amount to the said 
sum of  five  guineas, shall, and the same with the return 
thereof,  is hereby declared to be null and void to all 
intents and purposes, anything in such antient Order 
or constitution, or in any former  useage or custom to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

" Also agreed that no person shall henceforth  be 
admitted to the freedom  of  this Borough by apprentice-
ship, but such as shall duly serve as an apprentice for  the 
term of  seven years within this Borough to a Freeman 
resident therein, and if  any action or suit shall be brought 
or commenced against the Mayor and Bailiffs  of  the said 
Corporation for  the time being, or any of  them by an 
apprentice claiming his freedom  without having duly 
served an apprenticeship of  seven years within the 
Borough to a Freeman resident therein, that every such 
action or suit shall be defended  at the expense of  the 
said Corporation, and that the said Mayor and Bailiffs 
shall be indemnified  and saved harmless from  all costs, 
charges, damages and expenses, which they, or any of 
them shall sustain, or be put unto on that account in 
anywise howsoever." 

In the time of  Queen Anne a bye-law was passed fixing 
the fees  on admission at twenty shillings for  sons of 
Freemen, and for  apprentices twenty six shillings and 



INTRODUCTION. 

eight pence, every other person to pay such sum as two 
of  the Aldermen or Capital Burgesses, to be appointed 
by the Mayor, and two of  the Common Council to be 
appointed by the Bailiff  of  the Commons, or the major 
number of  them, shall assess and set down—not being 
less than forty  shillings and sixpence. 

Again in February, 1796— 
" It is unanimously resolved and ordered that no person 

shall in future  be intitled to purchase the Freedom of  this 
Borough for  a less sum than Ten pounds and Ten shillings, 
and that the Assessors of  the Fines of  Free Burgesses 
shall have a discretionary power to assess what fine 
they shall think proper, not less than the said sum of 
Ten pounds and Ten shillings, according to the Ancient 
Useage and Custom of  the said Corporation." 

In 1807 it was ordered— 
" That for  the future  no person (not being a Freeman's 

son or apprentice) shall be admitted to the Freedom of 
this Borough by purchase, or on the payment of  any fine 
or composition." 

In 1823 the following  bye-law was made:— 
" Every person to be admitted to the Freedom of  this 

Borough and Town shall pay the Ancient and accustomed 
fees,  that is to say, every son of  a Freeman, twenty three 
shillings; every one that hath served his apprenticeship 
of  seven years to a Freeman, within the said Borough and 
Town, Twenty six shillings and eight pence." 

At the time of  the passing of  the Municipal Corporations 
Reform  Act in 1835, the admission to the Freemen's Roll 
was confined  to 

1. Sons of  Freemen. 
2. Apprentices to Freemen. 
3. Persons who purchased the Freedom. 
4. Persons to whom the Corporation, or the Mayor, 

or either of  the two Bailiffs  during their year 
of  office,  chose to present the freedom. 

Sons of  Freemen could be admitted as soon as they 
attained sixteen years and apprentices on the expiry of 
their Indentures if  they were 21. 

One result of  the Municipal Corporations Reform  Act 
was that by the abolition of  the admission of  Freemen by 
gift  or purchase the admissions in future  were confined  to 
the sons of  Freemen, and apprentices to Freemen. Hence 
while it was possible for  an inhabitant before  the Act to 
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become a Freeman by gift  or purchase, no one not being 
the son of  a Freeman, or not apprenticed to a Freeman, 
could, after  the Act, obtain admission as a Freeman. 
And as the circle of  those able to obtain admission was 
thus made smaller, the benefits  attaching to the freedom 
became available only to a corresponding smaller portion 
of  the community. 

In the year 1899 a proposal was made to buy out the 
rights of  the Lancaster Freemen and by the Lancaster 
Corporation Act of  that year, all the rights of  the Freemen 
were vested in the Corporation in perpetuity and the 
class of  freemen  were extended subject to the following 
provisions contained in the Act:— 
Section  73. 

Every male person who— 
(a) Is a son of  a Freeman of  the Borough and has 

attained the age of  sixteen years; or 
(b) Has served an apprenticeship of  seven years to 

a Freeman of  the Borough; or 
(c) Is a native of  Lancaster and has attained the 

age of  sixteen years; or 
(d) Is and has been for  a period of  seven consecutive 

years a burgess of  the Borough; 
shall subject to the provision of  this Act and to the 
payments of  the fee  and stamp duty hereinafter  mentioned 
be entitled to be admitted a Freeman of  the Borough. 
Provided that no person shall be entitled to be admitted 
a freeman  of  the Borough under sub-sections (c) and (d) 
of  this section until after  the expiration of  seven years 
from  the passing of  this Act. 
Section  74. 

The Mayor shall once at least in each year hold the 
accustomed court for  the admission of  freemen  and shall 
examine into the claim of  any person entitled to be 
admitted a freeman  and on its being established the 
Claimant shall on paying the fee  be admitted and enrolled 
by the Town Clerk on the Freemen's Roll. Each person 
who is admitted a Freeman shall pay to the Corporation 
a fee  of  ten shillings in addition to any stamp duty 
payable on his admission. 
Section  75. 

Subject to the provisions of  this Act, the net income 
of  the Marsh shall be applied in perpetuity by the Corpora-
tion in manner following,  that is to say:— 


