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The Record Society of Lancashire and Cheshire was founded in 1878. It aims to advance public education primarily by the transcription, editing and publication of original historical documents relating to the two palatine counties.  It is a registered charity, no. 500434.
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Council 

During 2015 the Council met twice: on 25 March at the Department of History, University of Liverpool; and on 30 September at the University of Manchester’s Samuel Alexander Building. The Council gratefully acknowledges the support of the Universities of Liverpool and Manchester for the provision of accommodation.

There was a successful book launch held in Lancaster Castle on 31 July to celebrate the publication of our three Lancashire Eyre volumes. This was organized by Mrs Margaret Lynch of the Ranulf Higden Society and it was supported by the Record Society. 

The publication of our Cheshire Forest Eyre Roll, 1357–61 was also marked by another successful launch, in Wallasey Town Hall on 26 September. This was organized by Jack Heery of the Ranulf Higden Society and was also attended by members of the Record Society. The President of the Record Society spoke at both launches.  
On 7 October 2015, the Record Society held a celebratory event to mark the publication of 150 volumes. This took place in the splendid surroundings of the Athenaeum Club, Liverpool. Around 45 members of the Society attended. The two county record offices and Liverpool City Library kindly contributed to a small exhibition of some of the manuscripts which have been edited and published by the Record Society. Speakers at the event were Dr Colin Phillips, President of the Record Society and Mr David Brazendale, Hon. Librarian of the Athenaeum. 

During 2015, the Council has devoted time to considering ‘the future of the Society’, including succession planning for the Council; attracting new members, and increasing members’ involvement. Members have continued to work hard to fill gaps in the Society’s master set of publications, and to rationalise its stock of past publications. This effort helps to hold back the rising recurrent cost of storage, while maintaining the range of volumes in stock (the Society holds stock back to volume 110 for 1967).
In March, Dr Ian Atherton of the University of Keele, joined the Council, and Dr James Mawdesley was co-opted.
2015 AGM
This was held on 25 March at the Department of History, University of Liverpool. The Council wants to make the Society’s AGM more appealing to the membership. Following a short business meeting, there was a fascinating public lecture by Professor Daniel Szechi, University of Manchester, entitled Preston 1715, and the Failure of English Jacobitism. The new format for the AGM attracted far more attendees than usual. 

Membership 

Mr Sutton reports that, at the end of 2015, there were 123 individual members, and 102 institutional members. Although the Society continues to recruit new individual members, the overall level of membership has declined considerably in the past decade. Council continues to address this issue. 
Website

The Society’s website has been operational for over two years. Between 1 March and 15 September 2015, there were 1,291 unique users, of whom 74% had not visited the site before. This compares with 985 during the same period in 2014. Around 65% of visits were made from UK computers, 7% each from the US and Brazil, 4% from Canada and 2% each from Australia and France. 
The Society made its first venture into the electronic publishing of records by mounting Dr Peter Cotgreave’s calendar of Sacrament Certificates from The Palatinate of Chester Records in The National Archives, reference CHES4/3. The 190 records included data from the aftermath of the 1715 Jacobite Rebellion. The calendar is available on the Society’s website. Dr Cotgreave is now working on an online exhibition of Record Society volumes. 
Publications 
With three volumes issued, it has been another productive year for the Society’s publishing programme. Volumes 2 and 3 of Crown Pleas of the Lancashire Eyre, 1292, ed. Margaret E. Lynch with members of the Ranulf Higden Society, were published in June 2015, as vols 149 and 150 in the Record Society series. 
In late July 2015 the Wirral section of the Cheshire Forest Eyre Roll, 1357–61, ed. Jack Heery and members of the Ranulf Higden Society came out (RSLC, vol. 151, for 2014).  The publication of this volume brought the Record Society’s publications schedule virtually up to date, for the first time in many years.  
The Council pays tribute to the hard work of the Society’s General Editor, Dr Martin Heale, in preparing these works for publication. 
Financial Statement and Policy on Reserves
The total monetary assets of the Society at 31 December 2015 were just over £67,000. Dr Pogson notes that expenditure was high in 2015, mainly due to the need to pay for 4 volumes (including the substantial three-volume edition of the Lancashire Eyre) with attendant costs, payments for Deepstore services, and occasional grants towards archive and record-related projects. Receipts, including stock sales, have also been high in 2015. The Society was very fortunate to receive the sum of £10,000 from the residual estate of Miss Alice East of Wanstead, London. 

The Council has continued to review its policy on its financial reserve; it is moving forward with plans to fund the digitisation of the Society’s existing publications. 
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